Bala Sailing Club Youth Fleet
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Owen Shaw Shield 19th June 2011
What a great day for the rescheduled Owen Shaw Shield and Youth Squad. We missed Derwynn who was the only contestant on the original day but we were joined by a number of new squaddies who had only just done their learn to sail course. The intention was to have everyone racing together but the “training” fleet on a smaller course. However, the wind was very blustery and strong so the entrants were split in to Gold, Silver and Training fleets. 
A big thank you to Carol and Sam plus Helen and Dave M for looking after the seven intrepid sailors in the training fleet. Also thanks must go to the Race officer team and Dave E for helping me with coaching/safety.
The races
Race 1 the inside overlap: featured a long beat to mark C. James Guinan rounded the first mark 3 boat lengths in front of Chelsea Jackson but lost his lead downwind with Chelsea gaining the all important inside overlap at the leeward mark. She then steadily pulled a head to win the first race. 
Race 2 sail in the breeze: from a coaching point of view was very interesting the winner of the race was the one that went to the left hand side of the beat. From the coach boat the lake was clearly split into two halves. The left hand side, looking up wind, had lots of wind (16 mph ish) and the right hand side 8-10mph. The left side also looked to be “lifted” that is the wind was slightly more favourable direction.
Race 3 General who? And where are we going?: Lunch must have done something to the competitors as there was a general recall. Remember to listen out for additional hoots and flags after the start. One hoot, for go, plus two extra equals general recall. You hear three in total.
This flag is also raised [image: C:\Users\Kevin\Documents\Flags\sub1.gif].
After the restart the fleet sailed half way up the lake towards C when the course was to Mark 3! Eventually the leaders realised their mistake and came back and sailed the course correctly. Do any of you know about the “string test”? Anyway always write the course down!!!

 Race 4 who me OCS?: More recalls! This time individual, which means the Race Officer could identify the specific boats over the line. Watch the transit poles guys! Listen out for two hoots. One for go and one extra. Then this flag is raised. [image: C:\Users\Kevin\Documents\Flags\xray.gif]

Congrats to James on winning the overall trophy but he was pushed hard by Chelsea and the result did come down to who won the last race because of the scoring system. Well done Katie (1st in silver and 3rd overall) and the rest of the Silver fleet who all sailed very well in challenging conditions.  For full results see: http://www.balasc.org.uk/ClubResults/Results11/OwenShaw.htm 
Prize giving photos can be found at http://flic.kr/s/aHsjvc4GCE 

The next club trophy is the Pugwash Trophy on 2-3rd July. This is a two day event and the Gold Topper fleet will be away at Derwent reservoir. Remember you have to be in it to win it!
[image: C:\Users\Kevin\Documents\the pugwash trophy.JPG]
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